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    BLACKHAWK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

500 BLACKHAWK ROAD 
BEAVER FALLS, PA 15010 

 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS WORK SESSION 

Blackhawk High School Auditorium 
October 8, 2019 

 
AGENDA 

 
   

1. BOARD ORGANIZATION 
 
1.1 Call to Order  
 
1.2 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
1.3 Roll Call 
 
1.4 The purpose of videotaping a meeting is for public information.  The opinions 

expressed by any member of the public do not necessarily reflect the view or opinion 
of the Blackhawk School District Board of School Directors and are solely that of 
the speaker.  The Blackhawk School District Board of School Directors hereby 
expressly disclaims any and all responsibility or liability for any false, defamatory or 
slanderous statements expressed by the speaker.  Any unauthorized re-broadcasting 
of any video, audio or still image of the video recording of the meeting is strictly 
forbidden without the written permission of the Blackhawk School District Board of 
School Directors. 

 
1.5 There was an executive session held prior to tonight’s meeting for personnel matters 

and contract negotiation updates. 
 
*1.6 Approval is recommended for September Minutes. 
 
2. PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 Melissa Ziegler, Chairperson 
 
 Blackhawk is very proud of our student’s achievements and we encourage the 

extracurricular activities that happen in each grade. Please visit each schools 
website for updates and happenings in our buildings. 

 
2.1 Congratulations to the following students for being selected Student of the Month 

of October: 
 a.  Mackenzie Amalia – Rotary Club 
 b.  Carly Cummings – Little Beaver Lions Club 
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 c.  Dominic Mannarino – Chippewa Lions Club 
 
THE PUBLIC HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE BOARD AT THIS 
TIME ON AGENDA ITEMS. 
 
3. FINANCE COMMITTEE  
 Dr. Makoczy, Chairperson 
 
3.1  Informational Item: Monthly Insurance Report for September. (Exhibit) 

a. UPMC Health Fund: $366,931.48 
b. UPMC Dental: $8,822.77 
c. UPMC Vision: $2,280.00 

 
3.2 Approval is recommended for the Financial Report for September. (Exhibit) 
 
3.3 Approval is recommended for the payment of bills: 
 a.  Fund 10 – General  Fund:$ 
            b.  Fund 32 – Capital Projects Fund: $ 
            BAAG : $0 
 c.  Fund 51 – Cafeteria Fund: $ 
 d.  Fund 66 - Health Fund: $ 
  Payroll: September $ 
 
3.4 Approval is recommended for the athletic activity account. 
 
4.         PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 Bonnie Goehring, Chairperson 
Approval is recommended for item 4.1 
 
*4.1 Approval is recommended to contract with Liken Healthcare Staffing for Nurse 

Substitutes. (Exhibit-contract has been reviewed by district solicitor) 
 
4.2 Approval is recommended for the Independent Contract Agreement with Heather 

West.  (Exhibit)  
 
4.3 Approval is recommended for ProSoft Employee #1521 FMLA beginning October 

30, 2019 and ending approximately January 2, 2019. 
 
4.4 Approval is recommended for ProSoft Employee #1383 FMLA beginning October 

8, 2019 and ending October 21, 2019. 
 
4.5 Approval is recommended to employ ____ as Assistant Elementary Principal, at a 

rate of $_____ beginning _____.  (Pending interview schedule). 
 
4.6 Approval is recommended for the following substitutes: 
 a.  Elizabeth Onuska – cafeteria 
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5. EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
 Melissa Ziegler, Chairperson 
 
5.1 Approval is recommended for the following field trips: (Exhibit) 

a.  Fourth Grade Students (25), Academic Games, Michael Simon, various    
     locations and dates, expenses budgeted $345. 
b.  Gifted Support (40), Jeff Tripodi, various locations and dates, expenses     
     budgeted $2,026. 
c.  English Club (30), Anita Steppe, Romeo and Juliet, Midland, February 14, 2020,   
     $250 expense budgeted.  
d.  Kindergarten (50), Jenn Sharek, Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh, May 28,   
     2020, no expense. 
e.  First Grade (61),  Don Bunney, Carnegie Science Center, May 27, 2020, no   
     expense.  
f.  Second Grade (66), Chelsea Haight, Carnegie Natural History Museum, May 28,       
     2020, no expense. 
g.  Eighth Grade (130), Ryan Hardesty, Washington D.C. Trip, may 8-10, 2020, no  
     expense. 
h.  Applied Engineering (13),  Chain Reaction Contraption Competition, Carnegie  
     Science Center, December 10, 2019, $550 expense budgeted. 
i.  Expressions (35), Expression Performance, various locations and dates  
    throughout the school year $250 expenses budgeted. 
j.  STEM Enrichment Club, Lego Mindstorm Robotics, Meredith Oliver,  
     December 6, 2019 and January 23, 2020, $250 expense budgeted. 
k.  Concert Choir (75), Maura Underwood, High Notes Festival, West Mifflin, May  
      21, 2020 $678 sub and bus expense. 
l.  Music Academy (2), Maura Underwood, ACDA All-Eastern National Honor  
    Choir, Rochester, NY, March 4-7, 2020 $2,120 expenses budgeted. 
m.  Concert Choir (60), Maura Underwood, University of Pittsburgh Men’s Glee C      
      Club and Women’s Chamber Ensemble, Oakland, December 7, 2019 $400    
      expense budgeted. 
n.  Concert Choir (20), Maura Underwood, Beaver County Chorus, Blackhawk  
     High School, November 20-21, 2019, $1,500 expense budgeted and collected    
     from students. 
o.  Ninth Grade Chorus (8), Maura Underwood, PMEA Jr. High District Chorus,  
     Mercer, January 23, 2020 $1,000 expenses budgeted and collected from  
     students. 
p.  Concert Choir (7), Maura Underwood, PMEA Region Chorus, Hickory High  
     School, February 26-28, 2020, $1,365 expense budgeted. 
q.  Concert Choir (3), Maura Underwood, PMEA All-State Chorus, Poconos,  
      April 22-25, 2020, $2,000 expense budgeted. 
r.  Concert Choir (7), Maura Underwood, PMEA District, Greenville, January 16- 
     18, 2020 $1,240 expenses budgeted. 
s.  Honors English (10), Dana Cox, Drama Day 2019, Beaver Falls High School,  
     December 13, 2019 $270 expenses budgeted. 
t.  Junior Historians (80), Ryan Hardesty, Moundsville Prison, West Virginia,   
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    October 31, 2019, student funded. 
u.  Accounting (15), Kelli Ambler, Accounting Career Day, Thiel College,  
     November 7, 2019 $325 expense budgeted. 
v.  Seventh and Eighth Grade (8), George Hoydich, Beaver County Band, Beaver  
     High School, November 21, 2019, $280 expenses budgeted. 
w.  Eighth Grade (30), Katie Singletary, Beaver County Energy and Advanced  
      Manufacturing, CCBC, October 17, 2019, $400 expenses budgeted. 
 

6.         BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS/REAL ESTATE 
 Bonnie Goehring, Chairperson 
 

6.1 Approval is recommended that the Board of School Directors permanently close the 
Northwestern Primary School located at 256 Elmwood Blvd, Darlington, PA 16115 
pursuant to the Public School Code of 1949, as amended, 24 P.S. §7-780.   

 
6.2 Approval is recommended to repair the front window well at Blackhawk 

Intermediate School at a cost not to exceed $4,200. (Exhibit) 
 
6.3 Approval is recommended for the Agreement with Eckles Architect to develop a 

secure entrance and existing elevator upgrades at Blackhawk High School. 
(Exhibit) 

 
7.       ATHLETICS COMMITTEE 

  Dan Jones, Chairperson 
 
7.1 Approval is recommended to appoint Alan Gumbert as the Assistant Men’s 

Basketball Coach for the 2019-2020 school year pending clearances. (Supplemental 
Contract $3,910.50) 

 
7.2 Approval is recommended to appoint Chad Ours as the 8th Grade Boys MS 

Basketball Coach for the 2019-2020 school year pending clearances. (Supplemental 
Contract $2,073.75) 

 
7.3 Approval is recommended to appoint Gennifer Dusold as Winter Percussion 

Instructor for the 2019-2020 school year pending clearances.  (Supplemental 
Contact $2,720.48) 

 
7.4 Approval is recommended to appoint Amanda Pacifico as the Musical Director for 

the 2019-2020 school year pending clearances.  (Supplemental Contract $2,650.00) 
 
7.5 Approval is recommended to contract with Vance’s Landscape Supply to renovate 

the existing softball field at BIS for the MS Softball Team. The cost of the project is 
$5,100.00. The project will be funded between the district and the Recreational 
Softball Program. (Exhibit) 
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7.6 Approval is recommended to contract with Vance’s Landscape Supply to renovate 
the existing baseball field at BHS for Varsity, JV and Freshman Baseball Teams. 
The cost of the project is $9,400.00. (Exhibit) 

 
7.7 Congratulations to the Girls’ Varsity Golf Team for going undefeated and winning 

the first section title since 1985. 
 
7.8 Congratulations to Ryan Robinson and Sierra Richard for qualifying for the Men’s 

and Women’s Individual Golf Championships. 
 
7.9 Congratulations to Ryan Robinson for qualifying for the PIAA Individual Semi 

Finals at Tom’s Run Golf Course on Tuesday, October 15th for a chance to play in 
the PIAA Individual Finals. 

 
7.10 Congratulations to Julianna Begley for qualifying for the WPIAL Individual Tennis 

Championships. 
 
8.   ADMINISTRATIVE LIAISON 

Neil Morrison, Chairperson 
 

 No Report 
 
9.   TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

John Battaglia, Chairperson 
 
9.1  Approval is recommended for the updated McCarter’s bus and van driver list. 
 
10.       FOOD SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 Dan Jones, Chairperson 
 
 No Report 
  
11.       NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE 
 Neil Morrison, Chairperson 
 
 No Report 
 
12.      POLICY COMMITTEE 
 Melissa Ziegler, Chairperson 
 
12.1 Approval is recommend for the following amended policies: 
 a.  210.1 
 b.  351 
 c.  451 
 d.  551 
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13. BOARD/STAFF ENRICHMENT 
 Dan Jones, Chairperson 
 
13.1 Approval is recommended for the following conference: (Exhibit) 

a.  Lyndsay Wilcox, Elite Elevation, Atlanta, March 26-27, 2020 $260 substitute   
     expense. 
b.  Tim Linkenheimer, Ashley Biega, Dale Moll, TSA Regional Conference  
     Planning, Pittsburgh, October 11, 2019, $450 expenses budgeted. 
c.  Kelsey Hanna, Barb Mallozzi, digital Creation and Publication with IPad, Green  
    Tree, October 17, 2019, $126 expenses budgeted. 
d.  Shannon Parish, FCS Teacher Day, IUP, November 8, 2019, $175, expenses not  
     budgeted. 
e.  Jeff Tripodi, BCEC/BCAGL planning meeting, BVIU, 5 various dates, $450   
    expenses budgeted. 
f.  Amy Winner, Heather Stein, Megan Anderson, Wes Chismar, Amy Taylor, Jake    
    Anderson, Kyle Braddock, Nanette DeSanzo, Nicole Holiday, Heather Ream,    
    Sarah Kelley PSSA Math Open Ended Workshop, BVIU, October 24, 2019,   
    $1,460 expenses budgeted. 
g.  Leah Lindemann, American Association of School Librarians National  
     Conference, Louisville, November 13-16, 2019, $1,000 expenses budgeted. 
h.  Kyleigh Squicquero, Katie Singletary, Jenna Gailey, Sarah Sobota, JoAnn Cox,  
     Writing IEP’s for Educational Benefit, BVIU, November 19, 2019, $630  
      expenses budgeted. 
i.  Sarah Shuleski, Rachael Omogrosso, TDA Instructional Series, BVIU, 4 various  
    dates, $1,010 expenses budgeted. 

 j.  Christine Andrews, FCS Teacher Day, IUP, November 8, 2019 $126 expenses  
                  not budgeted.  

k.  Dr. Joy Winters, Scott Nelson, Career Ready PA Stakeholder Forum, CCBC,  
     October 25, 2019, $65 expense budgeted. 
l.  Marianne LeDonne, Sami Hanna, Scott Nelson, Amy Anderson, 3 secondary  
     teachers TBD, Downingtown STEM Academy, November 21-22, 2019 no  
     expense. 

 
14.       BEAVER COUNTY CAREER & TECHNOLOGY  
 Dan Jones, Chairperson 
 
 No Report 
15. INTERMEDIATE UNIT 
 Dan Jones, Chairperson 
 
 No Report 
 
16.       PSBA LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

Melissa Ziegler, Chairperson 
 
No Report 
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ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 
A. Visitors 
B. Student Representative 
C. Administration 
D. Solicitor  
E. School Directors 
F. October 15, 2019, Blackhawk High School Auditorium, 7:00PM. 
G. Adjournment 
H. Executive Session if needed. 
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